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Why Not Invite a Crowd?: The Open Scholarly Review Experiment for Postmedieval’s “Becoming Media.” 

 The “Becoming Media” special issue of postmedieval: a journal of medieval cultural studies (Palgrave Macmillan), will 
appear this upcoming spring, 2012 (in both print and online formats, including multi-media elements for some of the 
essays).  We conducted the peer review for this issue through a process we have termed, “crowd review.”  In 
consultation with editors from Shakespeare Quarterly and others, we worked on a model for scholarly online peer 
communication that operated through a simplified “webby” interface, and that was linked from the outset to newly 
emergent online scholarly collectives, such as the BABEL Working Group.  The response to the “Becoming Media” crowd 
review has been exceptional, measured in the context of the response reported by other humanities journals 
experimenting with various forms of open or peer-to-peer review.   

 This presentation explores the unusually high response rate for the postmedieval crowd review experiment, from both 
practical and theoretical angles.  The media elements of this presentation will display features and aspects of the 
online crowd review as it progressed. The theoretical aspect of the talk will focus on the appearance of the figure of 
both the “crowd” and the “mob” in network theory.  This concept of the “crowd,” experiencing renewed interest and 
popularity in works such as Graham Harman’s Prince of Networks: Bruno Latour and Metaphysics and Thacker and 
Galloway’s, The Exploit, offers some insight into authorial collaborations that function as “webs of objects [and agents] 
that act autonomously and in aggregate” (Cochran).   



“The internet peer-
reviewed…” 






























